DINAH

(c.1730 — Feb. 21,1805)

The Heroine and the Woman
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Dinah the Woman

(archival sources)
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William Logan’s Will, 1772




“And I do hereby give further unto my said Wife
[Hannah Emlen Logan/ as her own property the
negroe Woman Dinah and her Grand Child
Cyrus, having already set her Daughter Bess
free and desire they may not be dunned or valued
as part of my Estate my said Wife’s Father

George Emlen deceas’d having given Dinah to her
in his Life time.”

William Logan, Will, 1772.

From William Logan’s Will, we learn:

* Dinah belonged to Hannah Emlen and was part of her dowry property.
* Dinah had a grandson, Cyrus.

* Dinah had a daughter, Bess (already free).



Prior to 1755, the Philadelphia Yearly Meeting stipulated that Friends who
imported or purchased imported enslaved Africans should be admonished.

From 1755-1776, the Quakers worked at freeing enslaved people and
became the first Western organization to ban slaveholding. So when William
and Hannah Logan purchased Dinah’s husband in 1757, the Overseers of
the Monthly Meeting appointed William Brown and Daniel Stanton to investigate
the Logan’s purchase of Dinah’s husband and advise them.
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March 25, 1757
Philadelphia Monthly Meeting Records (1757-1762)
Quaker Collection, Haverford College Library
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June 24, 1757

Explanation of Purchase
Interesting that the names of the
enslaved are not recorded here.

Dinah’s husband was sold out of the
Emlen family when George Emlen died.
His purchaser wanted to sell him again
due to his ill health. He begged William
and Hannah Logan to buy him so he
could be with Dinah.

Dinah’s husband refused the offer of
freedom because his poor health
prevented his earning a viable living.
“...he chose to live in his present
Situation with his Wife.”

The Logans were not disowned nor
partially disowned by the Meeting
because their purchase was in its own
way a humanitarian act.

Families broken apart as violence.



In 1760, Hannah Logan noted among her
expenses “a gown for Dinah” at 15
shillings.

Given her position working in an elite
household, Dinah was likely relatively
well dressed.

Wooden Servant Figure in a Gown
Shellwork Shadowbox Grotto, 1757
Philadelphia

Made by Anne Emlen, sister to
Hannah Emlen Logan

Stenton Collection
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The Logans were “possessed” of Dinah since her
childhood (age 12 and under).

Dinah “requested” her freedom.

Why is a line blacked out?
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“Release from Bondage,” Dinah’s Manumission, April 15, 1776

Haverford College Library, Quaker Collection
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Philadelphia Monthly Meeting Manumissions Book, 1772-1786
Haverford College Quaker Collection
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Interesting that it is a pre-printed form
e Hannah widowed at this point in time
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Philadelphia Monthly Meeting Manumissions Book, 1772-1786
Haverford College Quaker Collection

Perhaps Dinah
chose to stay
on at Stenton
n part because
her grandson
Cyrus stayed at
Stenton until
he was 21.




As Executor to William Logan’s estate,
his son-in-law, Thomas Fisher,
recorded in August, 1777, “Negro

Dinah was paid her wage in full --
£12.7

William Logan’s Estate, 1772-1783, p.30. Historical Society of Penna.



Correspondence between Dr. George
Logan and his wife Deborah Norris Logan
discusses Dinah’s care for their children
and refer to her as “good old Dinah.”
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“Please Remember me to the Servants particularly to Dinah.”



Letter from Deborah Norris Logan to her son Albanus Logan -- December 4, 1800
“Old Dinah beg’s the[e] not to forget her love.”

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2; Logan, Deborah, Folder #3, 1800-
1808
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“Dinah came to live with me in October.” Note wages for Dinah and Peter. Deborah Norris

Logan Pocket Almanac, 1782, Belfield Papers, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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;’Dinah returned to live with me Jan’y 28, 1783.” Note Dinah’s wages 7/6.

DNL Pocket Almanac, 1783, Belfield Papers, Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
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Excerpt from Deborah Logan to her Mother, Mary Parker Norris - September 27, 1793
“...but poor Dinah scalded her foot yesterday.”

Maria Dickinson Logan Family Papers, Box #2

Logan, Deborah, Folder #1, 1780— 1794
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DNL, Biographical Sketches of Dr. George Logan, recalling his return from
France in 1798 and Dinah’s tears of joy on witnessing the event. Page 57.




The final reference to
a living Dinah in
Logan family
correspondence
seems to be that a
letter from Deborah
Norris Logan to her

son Albanus dated
February 3, 1803.
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East Garden and Terraces, c. 1860, “Deborah Logan’s Garden”
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“I had a little nest full
[of robins] myself,
hatched out in the tree
which overshadows
good old Dinah’s
grave and kept Becky [a
cat] in with sedulous
care while the little
ones were learning to

ﬂy’ V4

Deborah Logan to
Sarah Walker,

June 4, 1827

Loudoun Papers, HSP

Postcard, Stenton Collection.




The 1777 Saving of Stenton
and
the Evolution of Dinah’s Story
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Shohen, 157550 1522

The first written
version of the story
appears in Deborah
Norris Logan’s 1821-
RIS 2 manuscript
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“Country Seats”

ANNALS
PHILADELPHIA AND PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE OLDEN TIME;
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“Oh! dear is a tale of the olden time !’
Sequari vestigia rerum.
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« Where peep’d the hut, the palace towers ;
Where skimm’d the bark, , the war- :l\lp 1..“m,
Joy

“It [Stenton] was used for a short time by
General Howe, and at one time was preserved

from intended conflagration by the British,
by the adroit management of the house-
keeper then there, in charge of it.”

Annals of Philadelphia, Vol. 11, 1844 [& 1850]

PHILADELPHIA :
PRINTED AND PUBLISHED FOR THE AUTHOR,
JOIIN PENINGTON AND URIAH HUNT




Dinah’s story continued to be published; however her name was

not associated with the “Saving of Stenton” story until 1897 when
Frank Willing Leach published it in his “Philadelphia’s 500.”

1881 Townsend Ward, The Germantown Road and Its Associations. Part
Second.

1889  Hotchkin, S. F., Ancient and Modern Germantown, Mount Airy, and
Chestnut Hill, 24.

1897  Frank Willing Leach, “Philadelphia’s 500,” Philadelphia Press, Jan. 31.
First association of Dinah’s name with the 1777 Saving of Stenton
story.

1899  Memoir of Dr. George Logan of Stenton, Deborah Logan’s manuscript,
published by HSP, edited by Fanny Armatt Logan.



1907

1953

1982

2001

Naaman Henry Keyser, History of Old Germantown, 144-145.

Frederick B. Tolles, George Logan of Philadelphia, 44.

Sarah A. G. Smith, “173? [reference to Dinah’s uncertain birthdate]
Dinah and the Saving of Stenton: One of Philadelphia’s Most Beautiful
Houses,” A Few Unsung Women: Colonial and Pioneer, The National
Historical Activities Committee of The National Society of the
Colonial Dames of America, 95-99.

Charles L. Blockson, African Americans in Pennsylvania, Above Ground
and Underground, An Illustrated Guide, 24-25.



had been thoe theatre of war. Sir William Howe, when he
held Philadelphia, gave orders to destroy the country seats
and other places of obnoxious persons, in its vicinity. In
consequence of this, on Saturday, the 22d of November, 1777,
the house at Fair Hill and sixtcen others, including that at
Somerville, then the residence of Charles Thomson, Secretary
of Congress, were burned. By orders of Col. Twistleton, two
dragoons came to fire Stenton, telling the negro woman ser-
vant there, what they intended to do, and that she could
remove her bedding and clothing while they were gone to
the barn for straw. An officer, with his command, happen-
ing to come up at this time, inquired of the woman if any
deserters had been about the place. With the quick ap-
prehension that so often marks the well-trained negro ser-
vant, and the fidelity, too, quite as characteristic of them,
she told him that at that very moment, two were in the barn.
The supposed deserters were at once secured, and notwith-
standing their protestation, were carried away as prisoners.
The burning of so many buildings naturally excited much
remark, and no doubt led to a reconsideration of the orders,
which were revoked, and 80 Stenton was saved. In the
movements of the contending armies around Philadelphia,

the house was alternately used as bead-quarters by Sir

William Howe and by General Washington.

Townsend Ward,
GERMANTOWN ROAD
AND ITS
ASSOCIATIONS.1:
PART SECOND.
Townsend, Ward The
Pennsylvania
Magazine of History
and Biography (1877-
1906); 1881; 5, 2;
American Periodicals
pg. 121

This version of the
story is told in the
third person.



B oot This Hotchkin version of Dinah’s story includes
some dialog by the British Officer and draws
@I ANMEGNYA cmphasis to the notion that Dinah saved not only
the house but its contents including “important
MOUNT AIRY manuscripts.” Some of the Colonial Revival
language noting that Dinah is “faithful” and
CHESTNUT HILL. “coloreo.l”. appears h§re. Dinah’s burial place is
unspecifically described as “the garden at Stenton.”

—AND—

During the Revolution the important letters which were. te
" . ) ) Do,
lvanians to their descendants in their dai]y . Presey
. | R 1Y

1
Il.!"

ancient Pennsy

Germantown in retaliation for alleged aggressions from some of 1]
- - 1'-
They ordered Stenton to be burned and two men came to burn it g, 1 vy
¥ S e : ¥ < y CLALN 'I’,:.l.
housekeeper, a colored woman, to take out her private pProperty whir.
. 28

being lost. The British burned seventeen houses between Philad, ' ‘

went to the barn for straw to set the house on fire. A British, officer jnet o1
rode up, asking for deserters. The housekeeper, with quick wit re ]11[ thy
they had gone to the barn to hide in the straw. He cried: « (__‘”I_““I ‘:t @
rascals! and run before me into camp!” They protested and :111;.‘_r‘1[; .1. ‘
commissions, but the Logan house, with its important Imanuscripts, ‘\1:1 .
Watson’s Annals, Vol. 11, p. 39, edition of 1857. The faithful colored ‘“‘\“II;"T

is buried in the garden at Stenton. The old barn of stone still stands
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[t is believed that these imprints were made by e handg
Logans. Y one QIS little.
In the later years of his life James Log
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icted, suffering much because of a fall, as well was

greatly
as from Other

aled c nts of
age. He now retired as much as possible from the ?'l(lvanced
acti

infirmities which were the natural accompanime
f life, and spent much of his time in meditation dVe cares
i " L an
vork. In speaking of his death, Mrs. Deborah Lo
¥ S . ; KA an ;
He finished his useful and active life at his seat at ngc tsaYS.~
1 1 1 -~ 1 3 2 ng % en 0
er 31, 1751, having just entered into the 77th year of | g Ocs
e g o AL > ] , T Jes N1
[{e was buried in the Friends’ Burying Ground, at F .
Arch Streets.” } ourth and
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After the death of James Logan, his eldest son, Willia
; : 2 3 ) m
who was born at Stenton, occupied the ancestral mansion H’
. . . €
married Hannah Emlen, ¢ i ~z 4
en, and September 9, 1753, their son, Dr

George Logan, was born. Dr. George Logan married the gifted

Deborah Norris, a grand-daughter of Isaac Norris, Senior, i

close friend of William Penn. This unusually intelligent and®

accomplished lady, with her distinguished husband, long pr
sided over the affairs of the Logan estate at Stenton. " InStheis

time, within the walls of the stately old mansion were often

gathered in social intercourse many of the most distinguishé
men and women of the period. The literary labors of Mrs. D
borah Logan have been of great importance. In the attic
Stenton, she found, all dusty and neglected, a large amotil
With loving and devoted ¢
¢ material, adding such
The Penn and Logan:
in two volumes, under
ty, and has by
ndition of af

James Logan’s correspondence.
she collated and arranged this mass o
planatory notes as were necessary.
respondence has been published
auspices of the Pennsylvania Historical Socie
the means of throwing much light upon the co
the earlier years of its history-
sroke out, Dr. Logan
as in charge Sf

in Pennsylvania during
When the Revolutionary War 1
Europe studying medicine, and the place W
She proved herself 4
by the exerciseé

ored woman named Dinah.
— iE) - 2 .
cteward”, indeed, and on one occasiotl,

—_— 3
ready wit, she was fortunate enough to be the HICAEEEE
After the battle of G:rel’m;
ted resistanc

the mansion from destruction.
the Dritish, greatly angered at the unexpec

literary
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had met, became Very much incensed at those who adhered to
ihe cause of the colonies, and, feeling now secure in the posses-
ion of Philadelphia, they commenced to put into effect measures
f retaliation. It was determined to destroy a number of estates,
nd a force of soldiers was detailed for that service. Between
;ermantown and Philadelphia seventeen important houses were
destroyed, one of the most noted of which was Fairhill Mansion,
the 1m'mc of the Norris family, which had been erected by Isaac
Vorris between 1717 and 1719. At the time of the Revolution it
was the home of John Dickinson, who had married Mary Norris,
(he grand-daughter of Tsaac Norris. Dickinson was particularly
obnoxious to the British. It is worthy of note that a portion of
his library escaped destruction, and became the nucleus of the
library of Dickinson College, which institution was founded by
John Dickinson. :
" \When the soldiers charged with the destruction of Stenton
arrived, Dinah was alone in the house. They informed her of
their errand, and told her that they had just burned the house
of “that d d rebel Dickinson.” She protested against the
destruction, but in vain. They gave her permission. however,
to get out her personal belongings, telling her to be quick about
it, while they went to the barn to get some Straw. While they
were in the barn, a British patrol came up and inquired of Dinah
if she had seen any straggling soldiers or deserters. “Oh, yes,
vou will find them in the barn,” she said. Despite the vehement
protests of the supposed deserters, they were carried-off by th
patrol, and no further effort was made to destroy the mansion.
Dinah spent the remainder of her days in the Logan family, and
at her death she was buried under an i T theast
the house.

Just previous to the battle of Germantown, Stenton
occupied by General Howe as his headquarters; his gu
stationed on the northern part of the estate, the First Battal
being encamped about where Little Wakefield was aftes
built, and the Second Battalion about where the Readin
road cuts through the hill above Fisher's Lane Station

August 23, 1777, the American army, while o
the Brandywine, encamped for a single night at
Washington for the time made his headquarters at St

Dr. George Logan was a man of considerble prom

2

gaed

LA

In 1907, Keyser used the language of the times, the wording tha Would find its
way onto the 1912 bronze memorial. The story is told in dialog with quotes.
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W{ILE William Penn and his secretary James Logan
were traveling to America in 1699, their ship, according
to legend, was attacked by pirates. Penn’s principles for-
bade resistance but Lc ully defended th el.

As Penn’s confidential adviser, the scholarly Logan
wielded great influence in Pennsylvania, in time becoming
governor of the colony and mayor of Philadelphia. His
home in what is now Germantown was started in 1728
and was named Stenton after his father’s birthplace in
Scotland. In his own words, he was obliged to spend
much time at home, “being wholly reduced to a pair of
crutches and Sedentary Life by a fall off my feet.” Never-
theless, the curtailment of his physical activity enabled him
to devote himself to writing and to his remarkable library.

Logan was exceedingly friendly with the Indians who
used to stay at Stenton for long periods, lining the stair-
case at night or camping in the maple grove. Because of
his admiration for Logan, Chief Wingohocking proposed
that they exchange names in the Indian custom. Instead,
Logan suggested that the chief’s name be given to the
stream that flowed through the property so that “while
the earth shall endure” it would be called Wingohocking.
The creek, incidentally, has long since gone underground.

The Home, through its agents and
brokers, is America’s leading
insurance protector of American homes
and the homes of American industry.

Owned by the Logan family for many ye
was Washington’s headquarters before the battle of Brandy-
wine. At the battle of Germantown the house fell into British
hands and was occupied briefly by General Howe.

Later in 1777 two dragoons arrived in Germantown for

of carrying out orders to burn the homes of

patriots in the neighborhood.
gathering straw to start a fire in Stenton, a party of soldiers
came looking for deserters. Dinah, the Ne¢ ro caretaker,
promptly told them that tw ¥
in the barn and despi
dragoons were seized.
but thanks to Dinah,
Stenton was saved.
Now the property of
the city of Philadel-
phia and under the
custody of the Penn-
sylvania Society of _
The Colonial Dames
of America, this im-
portant landmark i
open to public v

*THE HOME *
(QZJM-M/&C& @z;w / 4{6%

Home Office: 59 Maiden Lane, New York 8, N. Y,
FIRE . AUTOMOBILE . MARINE

ous men were lurking
the two

The Home Indemnity Company, an affiliate. writes Casualtv Incuranca Fidality and Cuni pacs

This ad suggests that
Dinah’s story was still
locally well known in the
1950s. If a house did not
have a Dinah to save it, it
needed “The Home
Insurance Company.”

Advertisement for
THE HOME Insurance
Company

1952

Stenton Pamphlet Box
Germantown Historical
Society Library



patriots in the neighborhood. While they were in the stable
gathering straw to start a fire in Stenton, a party of soldiers
came looking for deserters. Dinah, the Negro caretaker,
promptly told them that two suspicious men were lurking
in the barn and despite their indignant protests the two
Jragoons were seized. Seventeen houses had been burned,
but thanks to Dinah,
Stenton was saved.
Now the property of
the city of Philadel-

//’4/,

phia and under the
custody of the Penn-
sylvania Society of
The Colonial Dames
of America, this im-
portant landmark is
open to public view.

Detail of the above relaying Dinah’s story and offering a
caricatured version of the events as told by Deborah Norris
Logan and ascribed to Dinah along the way.




George Logan

of
Philadelphia

FrReEpeErRICK B. ToLLEsS

NEW YORK
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

1953

1. MASTER or STENTON

STENTON, when George Logan reached it in the fall of 1780,
was a sad picture of desolation and decay. Windows in the great
house were broken. The sheds and stables were empty and silent.
Scarcely a cow or a pig was to be seen. Gardens and fields were
choked with weeds. For four years, ever since William Logan’s
death, the estate had been masterless and neglected, while armies
marched through it completing the destruction. From the old
housekeeper, who had stayed in the mansion through the terror
and the loneliness, from the tenant, who had tried with small suc-
cess to keep the farm in production, from Charles and Uncle
James, who had occasionally ridden out from the city to inspect
the estate, young Dr. Logan pieced the story together.

In August of 1777, General Washington's forces, moving
south from Jersey to meet Howe coming up from Chesapeake
Bay, had marched down the Old York Road and bivouacked at
Nicetown, a few miles away. Washington, with twenty staff offi-
cers and their servants, had taken up quarters overnight on 23
August at Stenton. They had bought a sheep from the tenant and
dined on it. The General ‘appeared extremely grave and thought-
ful, and was very silent.” After dinner he had issued orders for
the troops to be paraded through Philadelphia to encourage the
fearful and rally the disaffected in the threatened city.!

A few weeks later, General Howe, having routed Washington
at the Brandywine, had encamped the main body of his troops
about a mile northwest of the Logan place. He too used the man-

43




44 George Logan of Philadelphia

sion as headquarters. From Stenton he had sent a force into Phila-
delphia under Cornwallis to occupy the city. From Stenton on
4 October he had directed the bloody battle that swirled all day
around Judge Chew’s house, two miles up the Germantown Road.
People recalled Howe as ‘a fine large man,” who looked remark-
ably like Washington. He had walked abroad ‘in plain clothes in a
very unassuming manner.’ *

During the occupancy of two such gentlemen as Washington
and Howe, the great house and farm had fared reasonably well.
But after they left, no one could protect it from plunder and for-
age by detachments of both armies. It narrowly escaped burning,
the fate that befell John Dickinson’s nearby mansion, Fairhill.
Orders had gone out from British headquarters in November
1777 to fire a number of houses along the Germantown Road in
retaliation for damages inflicted by American raiding parties.
Seventeen dwellings went up in flames that day.

Stenton was saved by the resourcefulness of the aged house-
keeper. Two redcoats, torches in their hands, had hammered on
the door, ordered her to remove her private belongings immedi-
ately. They had orders from Colonel Twistleton to burn the
house, they said. They disappeared around the corner looking for
straw to kindle the blaze. Just then, a British officer rode up the
avenue of hemlocks, sabre in hand, looking for deserters. With a
straight face the old woman told him she_had just seen two of
the&g\cﬁwarn to hide in the straw. Off he spurred, shout-
ing : ‘Come out, you rascals, and run before me back to camp.’ ®

The ready wit of an old servant had prevented complete dis-
aster. But in the next three years slow decay and casual marauders
did their work, and the huge old mansion slumped into ugly ruin.




ChOiCIS nyiiriigwtllbiz (})BIzli.t]e of Germantown on October 4, 1777,
Ve w in possession of Philadelphia, became angered
ot BrltlSh;(ngcted resistance they had met in the eastern part of
k(?;gfaﬁ?gwﬁ and Frankford. Unfier Genf:r'il H.owe"s ”orders
some 16 houses, including the Dickenson’s “Fair Hill,” were
burned to the ground.* So it was that on Novem‘l‘oer 22nd ”(201,
Twisleton, determined on destruction, came to Stenton_.

There is a lively account of the ensuing encounter f’f Dinah
and the British soldiers. This story rings true an(.i havmg.com.e
down as it doubtless did through several generations of h1sto?1-
cally-minded Logans, it may well be an almost verbatim
account.

Dinah, in charge of “Stenton,” was sitting along in the
kitchen knitting. She was suddenly startled by a loud knock at
the back door. Opening it, she saw two British soldiers.

“Well, Auntie,” said one of them in a burly voice, “If you’ve
got any things in the shanty you want to keep, pitch ’em out ina
hurry, for we’ve orders to burn the place down.”

“And tell us where we can get some good dry straw,” said
his companion.

The faithful old servant answered that she supposed they
might find some in the barn and went inside with a heavy heart.

Hardly had the two soldiers disappeared inside the barn
door when a squad of soldiers came galloping up to the house.

“Have you seen any deserters?” said the officer to the old
lady who appeared at the second floor window
“Oh, yes, Massa” said the ;

b

K i Bk quick witted negr «
is just got heah in time. Der’s two o 810 Worma f i

tha ; ft i : q
hiding out dah in de barn noyw he miserable critters a
The officer and his men rode

Dinah’s story as re-told by
Sarah A. G. Smith,
NSCDA/PA, 1982.

The footnote suggests
this version is a re-
telling of Frank Willing
Leach’s 1897
“Philadelphia’s 500”
story, which uses dialect
and additions such as
“Auntie” and “Massa” to
place the freed woman in
charge of the house in a
subservient position and

expla nation that they were true British soldj
purn Stenton Mansion, the officer repli

wouldn’t work.” The whole party galloped a
house was saved.$

in a nostalgic Colonial
Revival context.

ers who had come to
ed “that that game
way and the old
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Philadelphia — Stenton

Located in the Germantown section of the city, Stenton, built
in 1728, was the former home of William Penn's secretary, James
Logan. A Quaker, Logan was one of the most intellectual men in colo-
nial America. His Georgian Colonial mansion housed America’s finest
private collection of books, which is now part of the collection of the
Library Company of Philadelphia (Free Library of Philadelphia).

The house was occupied for a time in 1777 during the
Revolutionary War by General George Washington and later by
British Ceneral Sir William Howe, who made the home his headquar-
ters for directing the Battle of Germantown.

On the historic home is a plaque honoring Logan's servant, an
African-American woman by the name of Dinah. By her quick thought
and presence of mind, Dinah saved the mansion from being burned by
British soldiers in the winter of 1777.

According to family members many years later, two British



soldiers prepared to burn the mansion. When they went to the barn to
get straw to set the fire, a British officer rode up with sword drawn and
asked Dinah if she had seen any deserters. The wise old servant
woman promptly replied that, “Two such have just gone to secrete
themselves in the barn.”

The ofticer rode to the barn and chased the "deserters” away,
and Stenton was saved. The Logan family continued to live in the
mansion for six generations until 1900. [t is maintained by the
National Society of Colonial Dames of America in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. A plaque was dedicated in honor
of the black woman with this inscription: In memory of Dinab, faithful,
colored caretaker of Stenton, who by her quick thought and presence of mind,
saved the mansion from being burned by the British soldiers in the winter
of 1777.

Although most historians in the past have
said that Dinah was a slave, she had been freed
by the Logans in the spring of 1776,




The 1912 Dinah Memorial



" MEMORIAL TO A NEG 3RO WOMAN AT STENTON |

Site and Relic Society Will Join With the Colonial Dames and Albanus Logan in Placing
'h E|).iEi.viHl!|141f|g i.i!!«i Mansion
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Nov 4, 1910
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saved the mansion

December 6, 1912, an article
in The Germantown

Independent Gazette reported
that the Memorial was ready
to be set up.

Faithful Negress' Memorial. A Stone to be Placed
On Her Grave at Stenton.

At the monthly meeting of the Board of Directors
of the Germantown Site and Relic Society on
Friday evening, Dr. Herman Burgin reported that
a memorial stone had been made for the grave of
Dinah, a negress buried in the graveyard at
Stenton. This is to be erected jointly by the Site
and Relic Society and the Colonial Dames.
Arrangements for the dedication have not yet
been made.

The Dinah Memorial
prior to being drilled
with four holes for

mounting on its granite
base. GHS
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Bronze plaque now in front of herb garden at **Stenton’’ —erected in 1912.

In the 1982 chapter, Sarah A.G. Smith noted that the “bronze plaque is now
kept in the Stenton kitchen as it was being defaced by local children.”



Oncethe plaque was remoVéd from‘ its base, P;cirks and Rec used it as a water
fountain stand. The plaque currently hangs on this easel behind the house.
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The granite base was removed from the site as part of the current renovations
at the Stenton Park Rec Center between November, 2017 and February, 2018.



Dinah in our Time
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Storyteller, Irma Gardner Hammond, Dinah Interpreter in Residence
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The Germantown Women Mural on the North s



Artlsts Dav1d McShane and Carla Forte used a photograph of Irma
for Dinah’s likeness.
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“ OLD ANNIE " == ALSO SHOWNJON THE OPPOSITE PAGEy~ FOR
MANY YEARS QUR QXCYLLENT, pﬁufTH;‘\}L’ AND EVER ENlLlNGl
CHEERFUL COOK. BORN IN SLAVERY, SHE ALWAYS SPREAD

HER SKIRT AND CURTSIEC WHEN EVER JOTHER ENTERE
&
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Ground Breaking Ceremony at Stenton Park celebrating the start of construction for
new and improved recreation facilities. Philadelphia Parks and Recreation
Commissioner Kathryn Ott Lovell, Councilwoman Cindy Bass, Senator Sharif
Street, and community members participated in the ceremony. June 14, 2017



Additional Secondary Sources:

Soderlund, Jean R. Quakers and Slavery: A Divided
Spirit. Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1985.
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